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Introduction

Scientific publications are usually accompanied by a list of references. The format of this list is usually
described in the “Instructions for authors” document issued by editorial boards of scientific journals.
The References software package described in this document is aimed at supporting writers of scientific
literature to manage bibliographic references in manuscripts. It supports normal text processors including
OpenOffice.org/StarOffice Writer and the TEX/I¥TEX document preparation system including BibTgX.
References is able to create BibTEX database files. Writing References bibliographic format definitions
‘by hand’ is easier than programming a bibliographic style using the language that comes with BibTgX!.
The main goal for development of References was to obtain a flexible tool which allows to create lists of
references in any format for journals in science and medicine and to create correct citations in the text
of manuscripts?. It may also be used as a database program which helps to organize a large collection of
literature.

References communicates in a ‘portable’ way with word processors and text editors: it uses text files
which — as universal file format — can be imported by most text processors. Up to v4.2, References has
been implemented as console-application for win32. Beginning with v4.3, a Linux port has been added,
from v4.3b on, Linux installations with utf-8 and latin-1 (ISO-8859-1)/latin-9 (ISO-8859-15) encoding of
text files are supported. For the new user it may take some time to get accustomed to the console “user
interface”, but — in the hands of the program author — References has proved to be an efficient and reliable
tool. As an introduction, the new user should follow the first steps in the tutorial chapter (section 13,
page 70) of this manual and “play” for a while with the software.

Documentation of the software in this file (refsdok.pdf) is one of the most important components of
this distribution. Information on deficiencies of this manual and bug reports are always welcome?®. Addi-
tional documentation and supplementary material: bibliographic format definitions, macros, step-by-step
descriptions are made available on the project homepage (http://references.sourceforge.net).

This version (4.3x) of References comes with major internal changes: the internal representation of
the data for both the win32 and Linux port has been changed to latin-1 (similar to the native encoding on
win32 systems). On the win32-console, output to the screen (and input from the keyboard) is translated
to/from “codepage 850”, and on a Linux console with utf-8 encoding internal latin-1 encoded text is
translated to/from utf-8. Details of encoding issues related to References are explained in section 9.4.

Support for formatting bibliographic citations in OpenOffice.org/StarOffice Writer* and Microsoft Office
(Word) documents is supported on the project homepage®. The project homepage also provides updates
of this manual and links to useful software including text editors and text processors.

V. K.
Kritzmow, August 2007

Thowever, the excellent makebst package is a good alternative to writing BibTEX-styles

2References follows most of the conventions of journals in these disciplines, so it does not handle full first names of authors
or editors, only their initials, but it now allows to enter institutional authors

3kiev AT users DOT sourceforge DOT net

4StarOffice v8 is provided as well as OpenOffice.org v2.0.x

Shttp://references.sourceforge.net
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1 Scientific publications and bibliographic software

1.1 General conventions, terminology

This section explains basic terms related to scientific publishing often used in the context of personal
bibliographic management software [1-6]. These terms will also be used in the following chapters of this
manual.

The text body of scientific manuscripts will contain citations or in-text citations either in author-date
format (as an example: ...Ebel and Bliefert, 1998; Grossmann, 1993...) or as numerical citations (for
example: ... [1,5]...). The text is usually followed by a detailed list of references (Literature Cited, or
Works Cited) with full bibliographic information of quoted work. References lists usually must contain
all sources cited in the text. In books containing chapters from different (groups of) authors, lists of
references oftem follow the chapters to which they apply. Lists of references may be sorted alphabetically
(according to authors’ or editors’ names) or references have the same order as they appear in the text.

Computer programs used to manage bibliographic databases are often referred to as bibliographic
software, personal bibliographic management software, citation management software, or ref-
erence management software [7]. A bibliographic record within a bibliographic database is the set
of data describing a single published work. Using bibliographic software will often become an essential
part of your knowledge management. Work significant to your interests has to be collected, e. g, by fil-
ing copies from articles, obtaining books and creating “bookmarks” to electronic documents. Retrieval
of bibliographic records is made easier by reference numbers assigned to records in a bibliographic
database which may be used at “pointers” to the location of a filed copy in your working environment. In
order to make work pertinent to a certain problem accessible in the future, you should enter keywords
as part of bibliographic records. Standardized collections of keywords within a field of interest are often
called thesauri®. You will search in bibliographic databases with queries: keywords, text fragments or
(author) names to be searched for in the appropriate fields (keywords, title, authors’ or editors’ fields) in
the database.

In the process of writing a manuscript you will enter in-text citations in a raw format (e.g. by entering
reference numbers using a certain convention). If you have finished writing, you will (1) extract all reference
numbers cited, (2) generate a list of references which will be appended to the text body and (3) convert the
“raw” in-text citation into their final format. Automatic execution of these processes is a typical tasks for
bibliographic software. Work cited in a scientific manuscript can usually be classified in into at least three
main document types: article in a journal, chapter or article in a book, complete book. As electronic
documents, e.g. those distributed via the internet are becoming more and more important, publishing
conventions for citing such material are required [8].

1.2 Features of the References implementation

As References has been planned with publishing conventions in medicine and natural sciences in mind,
certain decisions have been made for the initial implementation of this software. As this implies (lack of)
certain features, the short description provided here may help your decision, if References can be useful
for your work.

Authors’/editors’ names: In the current version of References only initials of first names can be
processed”. A list of authors/editors may comprise up to 999 items®. Use of institutional authors/editors®
(as opposed to personal authors or editors) is supported in distinct document types (table 6, page 57).

Journal names: Journal names are stored in a separate table (file). The journal data records including
journal names, one field for an abbreviated form are linked to bibliographic records by a key (“journal
code”).

Keywords thesaurus: Each bibliographic database includes one thesaurus (which is only accessible from

6pl. of thesaurus

“If support of full forenames will be added to future versions depends upon requirements of users
8This will probably almost never be used in real life situations

9also called corporate authors: group of authors with authorship responsibility
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its “own” database). During entering or editing bibliographic records, the user may enter keywords by
their numeric code in the database.

Text field: All bibliographic records may contain a text field which can be used for notes, comments or
abstracts (field width of approximately 30000 characters).

Document types: Document types supported by the current version of References are listed in table 5
(page 57). References addresses these document types with codes as j1 (article in a journal with personal
authors), j2 (article in a journal with institutional authors), bl (complete book with personal authors or
editors), m1 (document type for “miscellanea”, personal authors). All document types are listed in table
5, page 5H7.

Databases: One References installation may be used to run more than one database. Databases are
realized as directories (cf. section 11.4, page 62) on the same level as the tutorial and data directories!®
of the standard installation (figure 33, page 62). Installation of new databases is described in section 11.5,
page 63.

Mode of interaction with text processors: References only reads, produces and manipulates external
document files in text format!!. Lists of references may be generated as pure text files, in html or IXTRX-
format. Html-files (or ITEX-files) have to be used if different fonts are required in a list of references.
References can be used to generate macros for text processors like OpenOffice.org Writer or Microsoft
Word which convert raw citations in a manuscript into formatted in-text citations. Thus References does
not depend upon changes of the internal document format of these text processors.

Formatted lists of references: References has a powerful function, which allows the user to write his
own bibliographic format definitions to generate lists of references in any format'2.

Export, import of data (from online resources): Import of data in the PubMed MEDLINE display
format [9] has been implemented. For export of bibliographic data into other formats the user may create
his own bibliographic format definitions. A bibliographic database may be exported into text format
(archive files, arr-files) so that data can be transferred into a later References version or a References
version compiled for another platform.

Support: New versions of the software, supplementary data and general information related to biblio-
graphic computing may be found on the References project homepage [10]. The program author can be
reached by email (kiev AT users DOT sourceforge DOT net).

10containing the example databases

11 e. it does not read/create binary data, e. g. documents files produced by text processors. Data of References databases,
however are processed in a binary format as described in the source code, especially refs.h. The internal structures of
References databases can be ignored by the normal user

12More import or export options can be implemented upon request of users, if sufficient information on the format is
available



2 What can References do for me?

This short section describes essential features of References and it refers to sections where you can find
pertinent information.

2.1 Installation and configuration of References

You may use References on Linux- or on win32-systems. Installation is described in section 11, page 61
(win32) and section 12, page 65 (Linux). Modifications of a References installation which require editing
of the configuration file are described in section 8, page 55. Necessary steps to create a new database
are discussed in 11.5, page 63. In its current version (4.3b or later) References requires that your Linux
installation uses utf-8, latin-1 or latin-9 encoding for text files.

2.2 Writing scientific documents

As you enter or import references into the database, you will assign reference numbers (unique strings
with which you identify records in your database and citations in your manuscript) to these database
records. If you write a manuscript, you will have to insert these references numbers as “raw” in-text
citations In the most simple situations you will write these raw in-text citations in the following format
using “refscite()”:

Platelet glycoproteins with single nucleotide polymorphisms may be responsible for immuniza-
tion if platelets are transfused into a genetically different individual refscite(b00366). Such
polymorphic variants are referred to as platelet alloantigens refscite(b03622), refscite(z03333),
refscite(z03335), refscite(z03339).

Section 7.2, page 45 explains the methods by which References can process manuscripts with raw in-text
citations of the refscite()-type. In brief, References can (1) “extract” these references numbers, it can
(2) create the list of references to be included into the manuscript (in general, this will be inserted at the
end of the manuscript) and (3) is able to generate macros for the text processor which converts raw in-text
citations in the text into formatted citations.

2.2.1 Generate a list of references

Section 4.6, page 22 describes how a list of references is generated. Therefore, you will have to provide
a list of reference numbers of those references which are to be included in this list. These lists are called
batch files and they are described in 4.7, page 24. You may wish to create your own style in which
a list of references is formatted. These styles are termed bibliographic format definitions. You can
get some bibliographic format definitions from the References web site, and some format are included in
the standard References installation. Administration of bibliographic format definitions is described in
section 4.9, page 28. If you wish to write your own bibliographic format definitions, please follow the step
by step description in the tutorial (section 13.6, page 76).

2.2.2 Generate formatted citations in the text

The text fragment described above is probably intended to appear as

Platelet glycoproteins with single nucleotide polymorphisms may be responsible for immuniza-
tion if platelets are transfused into a genetically different individual [1]. Such polymorphic
variants are referred to as platelet alloantigens [2-4,7].
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or

Platelet glycoproteins with single nucleotide polymorphisms may be responsible for immu-
nization if platelets are transfused into a genetically different individual (Meyer, 2001). Such
polymorphic variants are referred to as platelet alloantigens (Karl et al., 1999, Mueller et al.,
2000, Clausen et al., 2002, Thomas, 2006).

What you have to do if you wish to create such formatted citations is descibed in section 7.2.1, page
45. Either OpenOffice.org/StarOffice writer (section 7.2.2, page 46), MS Word (section 7.2.3, page 47) or
KTEX (section 5.3, page 42) are supported.

2.3 Retrieve records in a References database

You may wish to search your References database for records meeting certain criteria, e.g. those from
a certain author, with certain keywords, published in a (range of) year(s). Principles of such queries are
described in section 4.8, (page 27), a reference of search command terms (the “search command syntax”)
is given in section 14.1 (page 83).

2.4 Enter records into a References database

You can enter records manually: therefore you have to create an empty “form” (a text file), edit it with
your text editor, save the form and transfer the record from this form into the References database:
section 4.2 (page 16).

Before entering a record you will have to decide which References document format (e.g. chapter in
a book, journal article, complete book electronic document) fits best. Document types processed by
References are discussed in section 9.1, page 57.

The procedure to edit an existing database record (reference) is outlined in section 4.3 (page 19). An

automated conversion of records from the medline format of the journal article type is described in section
4.10.4 (page 35).

If you use the PubMed website/database, References offers utilities to import records into your databases.
Details are described in section 4.10.4, page 35.

2.5 Support ETEX-users

References supports writing of manuscripts with I#TEX in many aspects. All References databases or
subsets of records from databases can directly be exported into .bib files for BibTEX. You may, however,
create your own lists in a thebibliography-environment using \cite{} for citation of references in the
manuscript and you may generate lists of references and citations in I¥TEX-documents without usion
BibTEX and \cite{}-commands. ITEX-relatex items are described in section 5 (page 41).
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MAIN MENU -- REFERENCES BIBLIOGRAPHIC SOFTWARE V4.3 -- [e/1/b/s/d/t/f/i/q]

[menu] :

Figure 1: Main menu prompt

[e] enter, edit, view

[1] compile lists of references etc.

[b] process batch files

[s] search references by keywords, authors, title etc.
[d] bibliographic/macro format definitions

[t] text files, export/import from/into database

[f] file, database and system functions

[i] information about References v4.3

[q] quit, return to the 0S

[menu] :

Figure 2: Main menu

3 User interface

3.1 References interface

Version 4.3 comes as Linux console program or a console/terminal program compiled for win32 systems.
The functions of this software are controlled interactively at the References command prompt. Data are
entered into text files (referred to as text file forms in this manual). This software therefore requires a
text editor. The rdb subdirectory!'® (the directory tree is described in section 11.4) contains the ‘binary’
(database and index) files. Text files produced by References and text file forms are presented in the
directory which contains the rdb-subdirectory*?.

In the beginning, you will start References at the command line. After calling the program you will see
the main menu prompt (figure 1).

If you press [ENTER] at a menu prompt “[menu]:” you will see the options of the main menu (figure
2). In this situation you did not enter any menu option, but you confirmed the (implicit) default option
(“[menu] :” — show menu options) by entering an empty string. If you would wish to select the option

[e] enter, edit, view

you should enter [e] and [ENTER] at the menu prompt. In this manual this selection will be indicated as
. To see the text of a menu you may (in any menu of References) select . In a menu text,
everything in square brackets is an option, it is not necessary that options appear at the beginning of the
line. As a example, the options in the batch table functions menu (figure 20, page 24) are bt, tb, s1, s2,
in, ay, rd, rs, ba, br, ui, ed, q. If you wish to see browse the current database you will have to select

[main-e c|, this means that you should type [el, [Enter], [c], [Enter].

In many situations, the user is required to select a file. As an example, if you wish to see a subset of all
bibliographic records referred to in a “bbt-file” (cf. section 4.7), select (beginning from the main menu)
main-e b. At the file prompt in figure 3 you may select a file by entering the number assigned to a file
name.

13 database binary files directory
14 database text files directory
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1: all.bbt
22: range.bbt

Select file number: 1..22, [q] to abort:

Figure 3: File selection screen

3.2 Select/install a text editor, edit text (win32)

All data required by References have to be entered or edited with a text editor. For the first steps with
References, Notepad may be used. However due to some deficiencies!® a more powerful and flexible editor
may be preferred'®. The ideal choice of a simple text editor for use with References is Win32pad!”. An
editor with intermediate complexity is SciTE'®. If you use References in the interactive mode which is
switched on by assigning “1” to the configuration variable OPEN_EDITOR_YN (cf. below in this section), it is
useful to install a “lightweight” text editor like notepad, win32pad or SciTE, which can be called quickly.

If you prefer a more complete, but also also more complex text editor both Vim!'® and Emacs?? are a good choice. The graphical

version of Vim is gvim. For the beginner with gvim, it is recommended to use the Easy Vim (evim) mode. Both Emacs and
Vim are well documented in books [11,12] and in documents available via the internet [13,14]. With these editors, which
may have considerably longer loading times on some computers, it will be more practical, to have the text editor open all the
time you work with References and change between text editor window and the window with References. In this case you
will have to reload text files within the text editor when they are modified by References. This can be made automatically
by some text editors?!.

Usually you will execute commands in the References window, open the text editor, edit a

text file, save it to disk, close the text editor and change back to the References window.

References provides a small additional program (in the following text referred to as the text editor shell)
to call the editor with a text file?2. It is called at the command line with:

e-[database-name] .bat
if you use the win32 version of References or
e-[database-name] .sh

if you use the Linux version. In the case of the tutorial database, call e-tutorial®?, in case of data:
e-data®*. The main menu of the text editor shell allows to call the text editor2® To enter new bibliographic
data into a form or to edit an existing record (see section 4.2), select , to add new keywords

to the thesaurus, open the form with (details in section 4.5), open the form for journal

data with (details in section 4.4). Search commands are entered into the text file called
with . The option opens the file section screen, opens three

files (the references form, search commands form and the keywords thesaurus form) into the text editor.

15for example, under Windows versions 9x and ME, size of files that can be loaded by Notepad is limited, and column and
line numbers for the current cursor position are not indicated in the status line

16The following recommendations list text editors, which proved to be quite stable and reliable with their Win32-
implementations in the hands of the program author. The selection in this chapter will therefore change with new versions
of this documentation. Every user may select the text editor “her/his” is already accustomed to.

17This editor is freely made available by its author, Gennady Feldman: http://www.gena01.com/win32pad/, however it is
not an open source project

183ee http://www.scintilla.org

19Compiled versions of Vim for Windows (gvim) may be found at ftp://ftp.vim.org/pub/editors/vim/pc/

20 A compiled version of GNU Emacs may be found at ftp://ftp.gnu.org/gnu/emacs/windows/

2lIn GVim you may type :set autoread

22The binary (program) file is . .bin/etext.exe

23Linux: e-tutorial.sh

24Linux: e-data.sh

25for the windows version, this is by default notepad, another text editor (as an example win32pad), can be made available
by adding TEXT_EDITOR=win32pad.exe to the configuration file refs.cfg (see section 8)
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[r] references form

[s] search command form

[k] keywords thesaurus form
[j] journal data form

[3] three forms: r+k+j

[m] more text files

[t] type text file name

[p] process text files

[f] file and system functions
[h] help, References documentation
[a] about References

[q] quit

[menu] -->

Figure 4: Main menu of the text editor shell

[htm] convert list of references text file to HTML-file

[1tx] convert list of references text file to LaTeX-file

[exc] excite: extract \cite{} arguments from LaTeX text files
[xex] extended excite: extract arguments of \cite{}-equivalents
[srt] process sorting macro with the sortrefs command

[wdm] citations search-and-replace macro for MS Word

[osw] citations search-and-replace macro for 000rg/StarOffice writer
[ vi] citations search-and-replace script for vi/vim/gvim

[msr] manual search-and-replace citations list for textprocessors
[rsr] References search-and-replace script for citations

[exa] extract reference numbers from arr-file

[snc] sort groups of numeric citations

[ q] quit

[menu] :

Figure 5: Text editor shell, process text files

With , a menu (figure 5) accessing AWK-scripts for manipulation of text files is selected. The
command opens a tiny file manager?®. With , single commands (of the OS

shell or command processor may be executed. If you call another instance of the Windows command line
shell??, please do not forget to return to the text editor shell with exit.

Beginning with v4.2, References offers an alternative mode of interaction with the text editor: if in the
configuration file the line

OPEN_EDITOR_YN=1

the, value “1” is assigned to the variable OPEN_EDITOR_YN, References opens the text exitor with the text
file of interest automatically after showing the prompt:

Menu: open editor with file ‘C:\refs42\tutoriall\sr_form.txt’’? [y/n]

In this example, References opens the text editor with the search command file after selecting the
command. The installation of References sets OPEN_EDITOR_YN=0, resulting in the behaviour
of References as in previous versions.

26it may also be accessed by

2"Either command.com (Windows 9x, ME) or cmd.exe (Windows NT, XP)
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3.3 Select/install a text editor, edit text (Linux)

On a Linux installation, References writes text files to disk in latin-1 encoding. As modern Linux-
versions use utf-8 encoding, References converts text files to this format if it opens the text editor (with a
command like ’ main-t ed m ‘ or ’ edit-main-r ‘) You can see this from the name of the text file to which
“_u8” is appended, e.g. in_form.txt will be converted to a file named in_form.txt_u8. After closing and
saving the text editor, the file is converted back to latin-1 encoding and and the filename is in_form.txt.
As long as you edit the utf-8 encoded version of the text file, the latin-1 encoded version is not available
(i.e. it is temporarily deleted). If you use a Linux implementation of References with utf-8 encoding,
you should always open text files with the text editor through the text editor shell or from References
itself to make sure that conversions between the different encodings are handled correctly. If you wish to

use the command you will have to use a text editor which is able to open more than one
file at the same time.

On Linux systems, good choices for a text editor to be used together with References are nano (simple,
see the short description of commands in table 7, page 69), vim/gvim, or emacs. On the GNOME-desktop,
gedit will be an excellent choice for a text editor with graphical user interface, its equivalent on the KDE
is kwrite.

As already mentioned, a list of references generated with the command will be written by
References in latin-1 encoding. If you wish to import this text file into the Linux version of OpenOf-
fice.org/StarOffice writer, you will have to convert encoding from latin-1 to utf-8. This is most easily
done with Linux’s recode command:

recode latin-1..utf-8 reflist.txt
To check the current encoding of a text file, type
file reflist.txt

The message "reflist.txt: IS0-8859 text, with very long lines” indicates that the file is en-
coded with IS0-8859 encoding®® After conversion with the recode command, the message will be
“reflist.txt: UTF-8 Unicode text, with very long lines”. The problem of encoding and char-
acter sets is discussed in section 9.4.

3.4 View text files

In many situations, you will have to browse through a text file in the References text file reader (the
view text file function). To see the navigation commands of the view text file function call the

(figure 6). This function is used to show an abstract text of a bibliographic reference with
[go to a reference with an abstract] [a], or you can call it if you explicitly wish to see a text file with

[f] first page [1] last page [n] next page [p] previous page
[+] line forward [-] line back [r] refresh page [.] first column
[>] one page right [<] one page left [}] one col. right [{] one col. left
[s] show line no [g] go to linme [/] find [q] quit

[menu] :

Figure 6: Menu of the view a text file function

Within the view a text file function you will normally open the text at the beginning with the command
(for the first screen) or with for the last screen. brings you to the next page, scrolls one line

28 More precisely, character encoding is IS0-8859-1, a synonym for latin-1 encoding

290ften it will be more comfortable to view a text file with the text editor:
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forward. Lines which are longer than the screen are indicated as truncated with the dollar character.

brings you one screen to the right (so that you can read more of the truncated line), shifts the screen

one column to the right, =7 shifts the screen back to the first column. After printing the menu options
with the command “refreshes” output of the current page (without the menu text output). You

may search a text with , prompts you for a line number. The view text file function is closed with
For users of the Linux version, References offers the option to use the text-viewing program (“pager”)
less instead of the view text file function described above. You simply have to add the line

USES_LESS=1

to the configuration file (*/.refscfg, for details, see section 8, page 55). Less is much more comfortable
than References’ built-in text viewing function. Use of less with a Linux installation using utf-8 encoding
further requires that the recode-tool is available.

3.5 Selection of items from a list

In many situations, References requires that the user selects an item in a list. Therefore, the program
writes these items into a temporary text file, and reads this file into the view text file function as described
in chapter 3.4. If you have found the item, close the view text file function with E and enter the option

to be selected at the prompt.

Examples:

o If you wish to write a journal name-record into a text file (for editing and rewriting it into the

database), select . You are then asked to enter a ‘substring’? (this function is described

in section 4.4):
Substring (empty for all journal names):

e.g. if you type medicine [Enter], only those journal names are written into the list, which contain
this substring. If you type [Enter] alone®!, a complete list of journal names is written. You will

browse in the file with (first page) (for next page, cf. chapter 3.4), (next line) or [ -]
(previous line). If have found the item in the list you searched for, you will close the list with @

At the prompt
Please enter journal code:

you will enter the journal code to be written into a text file (default jn_form.txt).

o A similar list is made from bibliographic (or macro) format definitions in the References database, if
you wish that something shall be done with one format definition. If, as an example, one bibliographic
format definition has to be written into a text file for editing, select , open the list with
7 navigate in the list with or or E], close the list with @ and enter the number of the

format definition32.

e As you write a bibliographic reference into a text files form you may wish to look up keywords in
the thesaurus: select {main-e 1k| In this case, you will only have to search the numbers assigned
to the keywords and to enter these numbers into the form (field K-NUMBER, details in section 4.2).

304, text fragment with which you can restrict the resulting journal names to those which contain this text fragment
31i. e., if you enter an empty string
32In this situation, you may abort this function with quit
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4 Main functions of References

The command (figure 2), selects a group of functions for editing, transferring and reading data.
In detail, you can read bibliographic records of the database, create empty forms (text files for entering
and editing data), transfer data from text file forms to the database (and back), browse in lists of journal
names and in the keywords thesaurus.

Lists of references or macros for various tasks are produced with the functions behind , the

options behind manipulate batch tables (bbt-files, tbt-files), options behind search for

records in the database, —options process bibliographic format and macro definitions. Functions
behind manipulate text files, export database records into archive files, import archive files.

functions check and restructure the database, and provides a simple ‘file manager’.

issues information on names of input text file forms33.

4.1 View references of the database

[j1] create empty form for jl-type bibliographic record,
more: [j2]1, [b1l, [b2], [b3], [m1], [m2]
[ir] import bibliographic record/reference (from form to database),
[er] export/edit bibliographic record/reference (write to form)
[£j] create empty form for journal data (name, short form ISSN)
[ij] import journal data (from form to database),
[ej] export/edit journal data (write to form),
[1j] 1list journal data
[fk] create empty form for keywords (to be transferred to the thesaurus),
[ik] import keywords (from form to thesaurus),
[1k] 1list keywords
[ed] edit text files
[ c] browse complete database
[ b] browse database records by BBT-file
[ s] browse records by BBT-file from last search
[ q] back to main menu

[menu] :

Figure 7: Menu: enter, edit, view

[f] first, [1] last, [n] next, [p] previous, [c] current record

[k] go to reference with key number, [#] go to position number

[i] information: show record number, [s] save reference number in BBT-file
[a] show abstract (notes, text) of current record

[q] back to menu ‘enter, edit, view’

[menu] :

Figure 8: Menu: browse complete database

In order to “browse” (see the records of) the complete database enter 34. Navigate within the

database with options of the menu shown in figure 8: With (“last”) you go to the reference with the
highest key number, with @ you go back one reference toward the beginning of the database. The option

@ allows you to jump to the n*” record®, with you may select a reference by its reference number.

33This is especially important, if names for these input files have been changed, cf. section 8

34Tn this manual, selections at menu prompts are written in ’ boxed in monospaced font |, each menu selection (selections

are separated by spaces) has to be entered with the Return-key
35The first record is numbered 0, the last n — 1
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It is possible to see a subset of references. Subsets of the reference numbers of a database are defined in
a bbt-file (cf. section 4.7). The command (figure 7) prompts for selection of a bbt-file (cf.
section 4.7). Then you will encounter the menu with the navigation commands (figure 8). The menu

option opens the bbt-file generated with the last search command.

4.2 Enter references

To enter a bibliographic record for an article of a journal you should first generate an empty form for data
entry with . The code j1 refers to the document type of an entry, other document types and
their codes are described in section 9.1. References prompts you for a reference number and checks if it
is really new to the database.

In brief the next steps in the process to enter records are:

. enter the form with your text editor, e.g. with the command ’main—t ed r ‘ or ’ edit-main-r|,

. fill out the fields of the form (see figure 9 as an example),

1
2
3. save the form in the text editor, close the text editor,
4. press [Enter] at the prompt: “Please press [ENTER] to continue”,
5

. import the file with , this command prompts you to view the record with the message:
“Check data of citation entered [f/1/n/p/+/-/r/ ... /ql”, to go to the first page of the
record, press ,

6. after checking the file quit the viewing function with E,
7. References asks you if you really wish to transfer the record with the message: “Write this record
into database [y/n]?”.
8. If the record with the current reference number is already in the database, you will additionally be
asked if you wish to overwrite the existing record.
In the rest of this section, details of how to enter the record into the form will be described.
Fields with a “w”3% in the field-width specification: [width:255w]3” may span over more than one line:
----TITLE-ARTICLE- [width:255w]
A randomized comparison of a sirolimus-eluting stent with a standard stent

for coronary revascularization
—-—--JOURNAL- [width:4]

=W N =

Please do not enter an empty line between the last line of a field and and the label for the next field.
However, to leave a field empty, you should leave an empty line. Therefore,

1  ----ISSUE-NUMBER- [width:8]
2
3  —--—-FIRST-PAGE-[width:10]

is correct. If you do not wish to enter the issue number of the journal for an article in a journal, it may
be omitted. Also the STATUS- and ABSTRACT-fields are optional. In every case, AUTHORS- and KEYWORDS
(or K-NUMBER)-fields must contain valid entries, otherwise it will not be possible to save the record. The
TITLE-ARTICLE, DATE-YEAR, VOLUME, FIRST-PAGE, LAST-PAGE-fields should contain pertinent information,
otherwise References will not be able to compile correctly formatted lists of references.

The IDNR-field®® may contain different identifying numbers (hence its abbreviated name) or identifying
strings. Here you may enter the string now known as doi?® Each type of identifying string must be labelled

36y for word-wrap

37)ike TITLE-ARTICLE, TITLE-BOOK, PLACE-OF-PUBLICATION, PUBLISHER or ABSTRACT, an exception it the HOWPUBLISHED-field
of m1, m2-document types which is also intended to be used for (sometimes rather long) URLs

38introduced in References v4.3

39 digital object identifier, for more information, see http://www.doi.org
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Figure 9: Data entry form for j1 document type.

—--—-REFERENCE-NUMBER- [width:12]

a001
--—-DOCUMENT-TYPE- [width: 2]
j1

----AUTHORS- [width:26,6]

———-TITLE-ARTICLE- [width:255w]

—-—--JOURNAL- [width:10]
———-IDNR-[width:255]

—--—--DATE-YEAR- [width:4;num]

--—-DATE-MONTH- [width:2;num:1..12]

--—-DATE-DAY-[width:2;num:1..31]

—-—--VOLUME- [width:20]

—--—-ISSUE-NUMBER- [width: 8]

———-FIRST-PAGE- [width:10]

—-——-LAST-PAGE- [width:10]

—----STATUS- [width:12]

—--—--KEYWORDS- [width:75]

—-—-K-NUMBER- [width:12]

—-—--ABSTRACT- [width:30600w]

----END-OF-RECORD

Text has to be written into the empty lines below

the field names as this has already been done automatically with “a001” and “j1”. Field specifications
are indicated in [ ]: the maximal number of characters is given as [width:nn], fields with w appended
may span over more than one line, num indicates that only (integer) numbers may be entered, num:1..n

indicates the valid range.
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15

20

25

30

35

40

with a tag, indicating the type of the identifying number, which precedes the string, separated by a colon
(“”). As an example

url:http://www.tmed.med.uni-rostock.de/hla.pdf

indicates the URL of an electronic document.

Spaces and percent (%) characters are forbidden in identifying numbers. If such a number contains a
space, please insert %20 instead, if an identifying number contains a %-character, insert %25%°

Different identifying numbers can be entered separated by spaces.

A complete example of a bibliographic record:

—--—--REFERENCE-NUMBER- [width:12]
106225

—----DOCUMENT-TYPE- [width:2]

j1

——--AUTHORS- [width:26,6]
Ceci,A

Baiardi,P

Felisi,M

Cappellini,MD

Carnelli,V

De Sanctis,V

Galanello,R

Maggio,A

Masera,G

Piga,A

Schettini,F

Stefano,I

Tricta,F

----TITLE-ARTICLE- [width:255w]
The safety and effectiveness of deferiprone in a large-scale, 3-year study in
Italian patients

——--JOURNAL- [width:10]

bjh

——--IDNR- [width:255]

———-DATE-YEAR- [width:4 ;num]

2002

--—-DATE-MONTH- [width:2;num:1..12]
7
-——-DATE-DAY-[width:2;num:1..31]

—----VOLUME- [width:20]

118

—--—--ISSUE-NUMBER- [width:8]
1

———-FIRST-PAGE- [width:10]
330

—-—--LAST-PAGE- [width:10]
336

-——-STATUS- [width:12]

#001

40§, e. apply hexade